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Outstanding Schumann

Michael Scott Rohan welcomes a rare outing for Manfred

SCREEN ICON:
a projection of Johann
von Bulow as Manfred
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Tonhalle Dusseldorf, 2010)
) Mursik 101 575 (NTS

¥ M sterro: 15L

Ar thaus

ture forma!

BBC Music Direct £17.99
I'here’s no denying the electrifying
effect Byron had on German
Romantics, the teenage Schumann
among them, though he only set

Manfredlate in lite. Manfredwas
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secking forbidden knowledge
by commanding spirits - and,
tormented (like Byron himself) by
incestuous love. In death, Mantred
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This exceptionally
beautiful staging
is a revelation

literally melodramatic setting,
mingling \[uu}: and SONE, NCVET
became popular only the turbulent
overture is regularly performed
Dhssseldort™s 2010 Schumann
festival, though, staged Manfred
with multimedia, ro brilliantly
magical effect. The excellent
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eye-shaped and global, beneath
the Tonhalle I ' he face
of Mantred (Johann von Bilow)
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with ceasclessly Howaing images
ranging from Alpinc landscapes
to abstract glowing patterns as he
summaons his spiris I'hetr songs
provide some of the most beaunl il
music, in the alll\_\:".lt‘:ll:\.'it'.!_;\‘ in
of Schumann’s Paradise and the
Pen. \LJ!-.-\L !-', orchestral and
choral passages equ 1l the resonant

grandeur ol Scenes from Faust, The

: overture is the merest introduction

to an outstanding work.
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Byron translates well into German
and there are subtitles, but there's

«till a lot of Spece h. Neverth
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anyone who loves Schumann will
find Manfredand this exceprionally
beauriful st aging a revelarion
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